The community of human malformation syndromes that shares ectodermal dysplasia and deformities of the hands and feet.
Syndromes of human congenital malformation may be classified be recognizing communities of syndromes that share multiple phenotypic similarities involving their principal diagnostic features. A community of syndromes that shares various expressions of ectodermal dysplasia and various deformities of the hands and feet is proposed; these syndromes are divisible into two classes according to the presence or absence of anomalies in the nasal or labial regions of the face. The dysmorphogenetic validity of the division is supported by the fact that the syndromes without nasal or labial anomalies have a high frequency of sensorineural deafness as one expression of ectodermal dysplasia whereas those without such anomalies do not. The usefulness of such a syndromal community as a base for evolving a taxonomic scheme of dysmorphogenetic relatedness amongst different syndromes is illustrated.